
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA ALERT 

TO    : ALL MEDIA 

DATE    : 21 FEBRUARY 2014 

ATTENTION   : NEWS EDITORS/REPORTERS AND PR WIRE 

MEC MCHUNU URGES FOR CALMNESS AND RESTRAINT IN THE 

VIOLENCE AT KWAMASHU HOSTEL 

KWAZULU-Natal MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Mr 

Willies Mchunu, has expressed utter disappointment and dismay at the 

continued acts of violence at the KwaMashu hostel. 

MEC Mchunu was commenting in the wake of the murder of IFP leader 

at the hostel last night, which brings to two people killed at the hostel this 

week. 

Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP) Women’s Brigade branch leader, 

Nonhlanhla Biyela, was gunned down by unknown suspects at her home 

on Thursday night. 

 

Her murder comes after National Freedom Party (NFP) branch leader 

Ntombi Mzila was killed at the hostel on Monday. 

Mzila's memorial service was held on Thursday night.  

Today (Friday, February 21, 2014), MEC Mchunu expressed 

disappointment at this killing which came just hours after he had held a 

marathon meeting with both the local, provincial and national leadership 

of the warring parties on Wednesday evening (February 19, 2014). 

“At this meeting, I was given an assurance by the top party leadership 

that they would all work flat out to put an end to these killings. Each 



party made a pledge to engage its supporters on the importance of 

peace, particularly as we head for the by-elections at the hostel and the 

elections on May 7. 

“So this murder comes as a huge disappointment to me and my 

Department which is working flat out to broker a lasting peace at the 

hostel”, said MEC Mchunu. 

MEC Mchunu said even during this difficult time, political leaders and 

parties at the hostel should observe restraint and give the police an 

opportunity to investigate these murders. 

A further meeting is scheduled for today, to be attended by the IFP, NFP 

and ANC, to work out means and ways of bringing about peace and 

stability in the area. 

MEC Mchunu has also sent a strong warning to perpetrators of violence 

at the hostel that police would soon bring them to book. 

At Wednesday’s meeting, KwaZulu-Natal Police Commissioner, Lt 

General Mammonye Ngobeni, announced the deployment of specialized 

police units at the troubled hostel. 

MEC Mchunu has also sent his heartfelt condolences to the families, 

friends and colleagues of Ms Biyela. 
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